INTKODUCTIOK
I CONSIDER it a happy sign of the times that such a
group of medical men as you have evinced the desire to
study more closely the acquisitions of general or physical
chemistry within the last fifteen years.
That the views and methods to which this young branch
of our scientific knowledge has led can be of the greatest
value to the physician is evidenced in a most striking way
by the fact that these find daily a more far-reaching appli-
cation to the problems of physiology, pharmacodynamics,
and biology.
May my lectures assist in convincing you of the great
value that the study of this beautiful science has for the
physician!
So far as the subject-matter that is here to be discussed
is concerned, I believe that, in view of the limited number
of lectures, any definite system may be -relegated to the
background. The chapters about to be discussed will deal
as far as possible with those problems which are of greatest
interest to the medical man who devotes himself to experi-
mental research; while at the same time his attention will
be directed to the results that'have already been obtained
in this direction.